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FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
RE-CONSIDERATIONS, AND FUR- 
THER CONSIDERATIONS, 
On the manner ef Droppiig 
Members for not attending 
Class,” and such matters. 


are told, that our 
former essay on this subject is 
** loosely written,” and we admit it; 
but another insinuation which goes 
to cast a shade of suspicion over 
vur sincerity, we cannot suffer to 
pass unnoticed. It would be better 
that our right hand should forget 
the little skill it possesses to write, 
than to mislead one of our readers. 
We did not invent, but had a num- 
ber of documents before us, and as 
not only a part of that looseness 
with which our essay is charged, but 
the suspicion of a disposition to mis- 
represent has probably grown out 
of the omission of those materials, it 
is due to ourselyes to bring them 
into review. The information received 
from our correspondence was that 
P. Elders travelling and local 
preachers, and official ‘membe cS, ge- 
nerally agreed in opinion, that the 
rule of 1808, 
trial and appeal, &c. had no bear- 
ing upon those who neglect their 
classes, and that of course they may 
be excluded without the usual for- 
mality of a trial—and further states 
as fact that Mr , while station- 
edin one of the large cities, dropped 


t 
it is sak, as we 


securing the right of 


members for not attending class by 
dozens without the form of a trial*. 





* The necessity ot plainly defining the 
rights of the members and the powers of 
the preachers, must be-obvious to all who 
are acquainted with facts. Mr a young 
preacher, Said that he had al ways"proceed- 
ed with class delinquents in the wswad way: 
that is, he ‘‘dropped” them without ever 
dreaming of their right of trial. He was 
referred to the discipline (p. 22, 20th edi- 
tion.) ‘he General Conference “ shall not 
‘** do away the privileges of our members of 
‘* trial betore the society or by a committee, 
*‘ and of an Appeal.” And Section vii. p. 
92, Ans. 2. These parts of discipline con- 
vinced him that no member could be justly 
expelled without atrial. Mr an old 
preacher, is of a different opinion. He is 
constantly threatening andintorming mem- 
bers of the consequence of neglecting class, 
viz. exclusion Yy dropping without trial, 
and some have been dropped. Mr an 
IIder of the most respectable standing, is 
much opposed to the “dropping” process, 

le is certain that the said process is alto- 
gether illegal. The same diversity of opin- 
ious are entertained by others, and in the 
societies generally. ‘Lheretore we unite 
with *P. P.” in * hoping that this very im- 
portant subject will engage the attention of 
some future legislature of our church who 
wil] be sufficiently enlightened to give ita 
careful and attentive examination.” What 
would our travelling preachers say, if P. 
Klders should drof them for neglecting 
their appointn ents, and the Bishops the P. 
E. and the Conference tlic Bishops? But no 
one can do this, for the Discipline says, the 
General Conference * vO not, (without 
the consent of all the A. Conferences) do 
away the privileges of our Ministers or 
Preachers of trial by a committee, and of 
an appeal.” And have not the same words 
secured the same rights to members ? 
Most assuredly, itis even so. Why then 


will ministers deny to others what they 
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Phe following extracts from the 
discipline were before us, 
Class meetings. . Ques. 5. 


“ Whia 


Shell we do with those members of 


our church (not probationers) who 
wilfully and repeatedly neglect to 
ineet their class? Ans. 1. Visit— 
them, and explain to them the con- 
sequence if they centinue to neglect, 
Viz. exclusion. 2. Exclude them (in 
the church) shewing that they are 
laid aside for a breach of our rules, 
«&¢c.”’ Sec. 22. of the Lord’s supper. 
Ans. 3. No person shall be admitted 
to the Lord’s supper among us who 
is guilty ef any practice for which 
we would exclude a member of our 
church.” Since the former essay 
was written we have heard that it 
is the practice of one of our largest 
societies to give the sacrament to 
those who have been excluded for 
not attending their class, and only 
refuse it to those who have not been 
approved after their probation. Th: 
writer of the former essay grew up 
under a full persuasion that eaclu- 
sion from a church means eaclusion, 
and there the matterends. He was 
not indeed ignorant of the fact that 
certain preacher's an leader's 
meetings have occasionally erected 
Claim tor Themsaltes L t them reflect on 
the value of sduds dependent on their drop- 
ping nod! Itis not impossible for young men 
and good men to be mistaken, or to be led 


, 
astray by feelings and duped by misrepre- 
sentations. By the dropfiing process, the 





exasperated soul thinks it is challenged to 
array itself against the church, and too of- 
ten even against the Gospel too. One word 
more ; those persons wis y are so mighty in 
the dropping way, are not alw: Lys the most 
faithiul ino} ther matters, “1! t firivate re- 
proot be Pu en by a firca icher or , 
* On a second offence, take one or two 
Saithful triends”—* On a third offence, let 
the case be brought before the society or a 
selec! number, aad if there be no sign of i 
al eras aang (then, not beture } “ the 


} 
4 


offender must be cut off.” This is the fair 
process “im cases of nerlect of duties of 
any kind.” See Dis. Sec. vii. p. 92. Ans. 2 
‘Lhe refusal to appear when cited, 
the accuser no ground for Complaint. 


DROPPING M 


Sec. Il. of 


MBERS, &c 


themselves into a kind of chancery 
court, and exercised dispensing pow- 
ers not cognizable at common law 
nor was he fergetful of certain con- 
sequences Which he had known to 
eyow out of these unauthorised 
courts of conscience, one of which 
was fresh tn his memory. Some 
members of a certain society had 
been re-admitted to the sacrament 
after exclusion as above. A certain 
young preacher coming into the sta- 
tion, the preacher who retained the 
char Be e infor med him of the fact, and 
wished him to co-operate with him, 
rv rather take the lead in debar ring 
them from the table; this he did, 
and though the supreme executive 
remained in the city for upwards of 
a month, on the facts were all fa- 
wiliarly known to him he neither 
Whispered nor looked disapproba 


tion. "The result was, the young 


preacher who believed that he had 
executed the discipline, and was 
confirmed in that belief by all t 
whom the facts were known, m: 
enemies of all the parties and thei 
friends. ‘Ehese, and such like facts 
we did not mention, because it wa 

yiceived that such departures from 
the rule prove nothing, and instead 
of softening the features of the dis 
cipline, tend to produce prejedi 
and party spirit. We not only be 
lieved the letter and th ‘th 
rule to mean no class—no sacra- 
ment—no class 


ally thoughtevery body else upon du 


e spirit of 





ba 4 v2 
9 DU we rie 


ight; of course if we were mista 
owe were quite sincere. It wa 
at the time the essay was 
written, that an attempt had bee 
made to introduce the subject inte 
(i. Conference for consideration, 
but that the motion was laughed to 
scorn, and not permitted to pass to 
a first reading! It was in —— 
to this, that we used a paraphrasti 
form ofthe French sang froid (froa 
literally cold 


i} } . 
voiO0u. presence Ci 
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mind, Composure,—and a reference 
to the tron age of the Latin poet, im- 
plying that the golden one of our 


discipline was yet to come; but if 


this kind of phraseology, notwith- 
standing allits qualifying terms and 
comparatives, is offensive, we re- 
scind it and only request to be 
permitted to “hope that this very 
important subject will engage the 
stindlicn of some future legislature 
of our church, who will be sullicient- 
ly enlightened” to give it at least a 
careful and attentive examination, 
and not as ont ong 5 deem it un- 


worthy of notice. The danger of 


making laws too _— ‘es has been 
long known and acknowledged. A 
Methodist preacher, says the rule, 
is to mind every part of our disci- 
pline great and small; no dispen- 
sing power is given to him. There 
was once a local preacher who re- 
moved from his old residence, but 
not suiting himself according to his 
expectations, returned to it again. 
When he would have reclaimed his 
membership, he was told that he had 
no name on the class paper, and as 
he had not concluded to settle per- 
manently in his new residence, had 
not entered his name there. ‘The 
iravelling preacher who felt himself 
bound to observe this small part of 
our discipline, would neither recog- 
nise him as a preacher nor a mem- 
ber of the church. Now it came to 
pass, if we wad 
rightly, that aleader’s meeting did 
admit this man to the sacrament, 
and yet would not readmit him to 
membership. 

Is it possible for any powerless 
member of the church, who is a lo- 
ver of the believers, to contemplate 
these facts without hoping and even 
wishing and praying that some fu- 
ture legislature of our church, who 
shall have the obeys may be suf- 
ficiently enlightened to prevent such 
unheard of saeiadilie sin the adminis- 
tration of discipline. ff we must 


erstood our informer 


ON DROPPING MEMBERS, &c. 


have a court of equity, let it at least 
have the sanction of existing autho- 
rity: or, if brethren will oppose to 
us such precedents as the above, and 


make us swallow such camels, let. 


them be less careful to strain out 
the gnats. We did not mean to say 
such dispensing power had never 
been exercised—we were speaking 
of the features of the discipline. 

It is not without sensible concern 
that we learn, that our attempt to 
stir the cold blood or to discompose 
complacent minds, has had an ef- 
fect much exceeding our expecta- 
tion, and has really produced acon- 
siderable degree of Sang chaud, 
(Sho) or warmth. Laws we know 
are imperious things, we dare not 
even hint that they ought not to be 
obeyed. We have heard of a case 
in which a person high in executive 
authority was publicly told that a 
rule was wrong and would not be 
obeyed, and yet let the matter pass 
with impunity, but was griev- 
ously scandalized at ouranony mous 
essay in which we hope that what 
we believe is wrong may engage 
legislative attention, &c. This good 
brother did not surely _ ‘ct at that 
moment upon the difference between 
obedience and [ree inquiry. We ex 
pect no changes but legal ones, and 
we do fondly hope that our future 
law-makers will not only be indued 
with a large portion of the wisdom 
which is profitable to discern and 
to direct, but that they may feel 
that they are legislating for HU- 
MAN BEINGS and not for stocks and 
stones. We shrunk from the odious 
task of pointing out the possibility 
ofa preacher or his class leader 
giving just cause of offence to a 
member ofa class, &c. An hundred 
cases might occur in which the 
preacher and the leader would not 
be competent to judg » a person for 
non-attendance, and which ought 
not be confounded with a supposed 
or real confession of judgment. 
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We beg leave once for all to de- 
clare that it is our firm and settled 
belief, that every member of our 
church, and every preacher, ought 
to be so secure in their membership 
as to be under no liability to be de- 
prived of it until they are found 
guilty in the judgment of their 
Peers of some overt act. The man- 
ner in which a preacher is author- 
ized to appeal from the decision of 
a committee to a quarterly meeting 
conference, we feel the same objec- 
tion to now, we did the first hour it 
was proposed. It was admitted on 
the ground that in a class of a few 
members, some influential member 
might overawe the rest ; but this 
could not become a general case. 
The exception ought to have estab- 
lished the rule, and therefore an ap- 
peal ought not to have been allowed 
to the preacher only in particular 
cases. The manner of conducting 
trials before a committee, is also 
too informal. It seems tous the 
strenuous endeavor to enforce dis- 
cipline, as it is called, tends to an 
opposite extreme. ‘The first and 
great effort of every lover of the M. 
E. Church should be to make ex- 
chisions from membership as_ sel- 
dom as possible, and when they 
must take place, as solemn and un- 
exceptionable as may be. But in or- 
der to secure most effectually these 
great ends, the church and the min- 
istry must mutually and recipro- 
cally cultivate the spirit of fellow 
feeling and act under a steady con- 
viction, that one imprope rexclusion 
injures the church more than the 
admission of many new members 
canremedy. We venture to predict, 
that those members of the church 
who have been loudest in our cen- 
sure for calling the attention of the 
powers that be, to their rights, if 
they are ever excluded for not at- 
tending their class, will be the 
most deeply offended. We knew hu- 
man nature too well to suppose 
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that we should gain general or im- 
mediate thanks for this kind of ser- 
vice. If we do our duty inthis way, 
as our oWn proper name cannot and 
ought net to add a jot or tittle to a 
factor an argument, and we do not 
mean to hecome members or heads 
of a party, we think it is ungener- 
ous in our brethren to demand it, or 
to complain because we withhold it. 


r. P. 


—w ©) ae 
Vew-Jersey District Conference 

Extracts from the Journals of 
this Conference for 1821, with an 
‘© Address to the official and private 
members resident in the District’’ 
have just been published. Ninety- 
four Local Preachers reside in this 
state, viz. 15 Elders ; 59 Deacons ; 
40 licensed Preachers. Ot these, 44 
were present at the late conference. 
Seven applicants were licensed t 
preach. Three licentiates were re- 
commended to the Philadelphia An- 
nual Conference, as suitable per- 
sons to be received into the travel- 
ling connexion. Eight were recom- 
mended to receive Elder’s orders ; 
and nine for Deacon’s orders. ‘The 
next Local Preachers’ Conference 
for this District is to be held at Al- 
lentown, on the 25d day of Decem 
ber, 1822. 

It is within the province of Dis 
trict Conferences to secure much 
positive good to the Methodis‘ 
Church, and prevent much positive 
evil to the religious community at 
large. ‘The solid sense of such an 
Assembly (some of the members be- 
ing distinguished for piety and good 
sense, and others having been emi- 
nent travelling ministers) cannot! 
fail of ** operating as an additional! 
check to the admission of improper 
candidates” to the oftice and honors 
of the ministry. Hitherto some mis- 
taken men have too easily obtained 
license to teach. The question ha 























foo seldom been put :—“* Has he 
gifts 2”? Nor has the church lack- 
el the company of a few ambitious 
intruders, who have unfeelingly la- 
cerated the good sense of their meagre 
congregations, and succeeded, ‘al- 
thouch unintentionaliy, and ignor- 
ant of the fact, in degrading the 
ministerial character of their breth- 
ren, and in prejudicing the enquir- 
ing against the gospel of our Lord 
Tesus Christ, causing grievous 
scandals to be heaped on the Church 
of God. It is quite common to hear 
good men without gifts, repeating, 
‘© Take no thought what ye shall 
gay, neither premeditate ;” not 
knowing that our Lord intended his 
servants to be conquerors over kings 
and rulers before whom they were 
to be brought for his sake. And it 
is evident that our Lord did fully 
prepare his disciples to defend his 
cause belore their persecutors, But 
why were they not to take thought 
what they should say? Because, it 
should be given them what to say— 
INFINITE WisboM inspired the pre- 
viously well-instructed disciples 
when they were put on their defence 
of the Divinity of Jesus, and the 
reality of his Resurrection. ‘Those 
good men who now-a-days profess 
to depend on inspiration, have but 


slender claims on our credulity 
while they confuse what is at all 
times quite plain to unassisted 
minds. 


We are inclined to think that 
those errors which have caused op- 
position to ministerial qualifications, 
have been embraced neither for their 
own sakes, nor from an indifference 
to truth, but from too feverish an 
apprehension of opposite evils. It 
has been fully known how theologi- 
cal apprenticeship has been abused 
by making it the gate to wealth, 
ease and honor. I npty rhetori- 
cians, and immoral orators, dandy 
parsons, and haughty Licentiate: 
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who have been thrust into pulpits, 
have prejudiced many sincere peo- 
ple against solid mental improve- 
ment. But after all, the ability to 
teach is as far from being detrimen 
tal to the religion we profess, as the 
light of day is from causing mid- 
night darkness. The defects and 
vices of learned ministers do not fi 
nish sound arguments in favor of ig- 
norance. Yet these vices have open- 
ed the door through which errors 
have rushed in and fille d the minds 
ofmany a christian. It therefore 
becomes all candid persons to be 
cautious how they arraign the mo- 
tives of those who oppose themselves 
to St. Paul’s advice: ‘“ Study to 
show thyselfapproved,” &c. It is 
always a duty to exercise patience 
towards the ho 
are so ready to run before they are 
sent to declare ** mysteries 
the angels desire to look into !” 
For the information of those per 
sons who are ignorant of our histo 
ry, we would state, that no branch 
of the universal church, since the 
days of the Apostles, has been hon- 
ored with a more holy origin than 
was bestowed on the pure morals, 
piety, learning, and well-tempered 
zeal of the Wesleys, and their di- 
vinely appointed coadjutors. Nor 
are their immediate successors inat 
tentive to the means by which they 
were sanctifiqg as ministers, and 
honored and established as a people 
raised up by the Lord. The Metho- 
dists have not been the last to ac 
knowledge that sanctified learning 
is no neutral in the war bet we 
church and the prince of darkness. 
They have always found it to be as 
Vigilant as the eagle to discover, 


Chim 
and as bold as 


4 


£004 imess of those W 


| ° ‘ 
. 
Wich 


- ' 
‘en tue 


the lion =! Oppose 

If it cannot be denied that some 
. , . ? ‘ | 

have been admitted to 


persons 


preach, who were not called dbecaus 
not qualified, we hope local confer 
ences will not permit this acknow 


ledement to be extorted hereafter 
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To the few who are so mighty in 
their strife against giving mind an 
ascendency over the animal nature, 
who would not have —“y brought 
forth prepared for the field, we would 
barely intimate, that they are in no 
danger—Where they began they 
will ever remain. ‘The divine « lesig- 

nation of the learned pil imitive Me- 
thodists, if there were nothing else 
sanctions local Seer es in al 


9 

all 

to imitate them, But 
| 


their efforts 
1 a ? ine Ace 
when we look at the Invatuable ane 
y ® ’ 
iklimitable effects produced by the 


divine blessing on the labors and 
learning of the founders of our 
‘arch, whocan refrain from wish- 
ing Jocal conferences * God speed”’ 
they con- 
sider them as their bright exemp- 
lars? None should be offended if 
they hear a candidate asked by the 
:)] faa of a local conference 

Can vou read and write intelligibly 2 
f not, defer hig reception. 
Another vear, or two, or three 
years, Will, if prop rly improved, 

fas 


- s«,r 7 > «> re s ' Ere 
m every instance waerein 


qualify the candidate for extensive 
: * 
usefulness. His office well sists 
ith all thatis intelligent, with all 
hat ** is lovely and of good. 
Hort +e ner will cois FN t] € it as 
i 
prevent © the main cesire and 
14 rof his lie rt to i ds { od, in 
: 
hehalf of his brethren. that they 
nay be saved’—ior is it hitmen 
‘the enerossment of his mind with 
sone thing needful, which may 
in his measure a complete as 
vas that of the apostie, who Geter- 
ed to know 1 unonge his 
aie save C r, and 
rain red. rf i ‘ tf nouch for 
, icher that he! been rescued 
vom t} d niinton of nh s—It Is not 
enough that he b becom » the dis- 
inte of the Bib! tis not enough 
i ’ 
etthechristian faith bas been forin- 
ed with suchpow sto bringout the 
christian mor into every pa: Ofhis 
istory ;—the principle within him 
( } , ment il }) ‘4 a 
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sufficiently strong to propagate its 


own likeness in others.’”’ “* Let re- 
ligious instruction be encouraged 
let every pious agent be set to 
work, with all his faith in Gop, and 
glowing charity to man; Iect a gen- 
eral’ and an offe nsive warfare, with 
the weapons which the armory of 
Gop furnishes, be carried on in ey 

place; let it be sustained with 
perseverance, softened by meckness, 
and guided by that true christian 
prudence, which tempers withou 
cnervating the zeal which 
pensahle to the effort ; and by Gon’s 
biessing, a very differ ut state of 
things will arise.’? But all this has 
nothing in common with the impru- 
dence which sends forth unqualified 
preachers. 

A Preacher in a letter to his 
friend, says, © I began the fir: 
year 1 set out, to t 
tion to elementary learning, and 
it would fill you with amaze- 
ment were I to relate the means 
that were used to discourage me, or 
render my endeavors abortive, bu 
i was not to be moved — my pur- 
pose, though hardiy a year passed 
that 1did nothear Thad feed ne some 
other church.” Weare glad that these 


ciscouragements have commenced 


is geo 


4] oo 4 la 1, > NC » ‘ le 
their retreat—let them hasten away 
ny ' the wide world has been tov 


weil informed of our former preju- 
dices, and these facts have been 
used against us to the most fatal 
purposes. OQuropponents know thai 
men may preach forever, and all to 
no purpose, while they attempt te 
explain Peter, Paul and John, be- 
fore they know what these inspired 
men intended to say. 

it there is another and a brigh# 
ide to the picture. Our church has 
‘* some, apostles; and some, proph- 
ets ; and some, evangelists 3 an 
somes, pastors and teachers 3 for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the 
ene: ing of the body af *‘hrist 
while these are laboring to 


™ 
4 ' 
§ | 


} 
nd 


fill 





see 





keep pride and covetousness out of 


the pulpit, it is to be hoped that in- 
corrigible ignorance will also be kept 
a proper distance. 

he following extracts from the 
«© Address” by Messrs Morri ti 
and Dow, are worthy of all accep- 
tation, and will of course receive 
the most welcome reception, as well 
as the most serious consideration. 

‘«* Among all the important objects 
within the scope of desire, as it re- 
spects the prosperity of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, there is 
none of equal magnitude and mo- 
ment with that of promoting and 
perpetuating harmony and affection 
between the two great Constituent 
branches of its extensive ministry, 
the itinerant and the lecal connec- 
tions. 

‘«* Such in the order of God, is the 
mutual dependence on each other of 
these component parts, and such 
their respective ri lation to the 
Church of Christ, thata dissolution 
of the sacred bonds by which they 
are united, or even an alienation or 
disaffection between them, would 
prove ruinous and fatal to the en- 
tire fabric of Methodism. 


a > 


“It is therefore all-importa 
that they maintain their respecti 
portions, both in relation to each 

ito the Church of ¢ ist, 


i ‘ 
Baha at 


NEW-JERSEY DISTRICT CONFERENCE. 


. a3 as &. : : ! 
complishment of this desirable ob 


ject’—the Jocal brethren have been 


too much overlooked—vet we hbe- 


lieve with them, that by a contina- 
ance of the wise and judicious legis- 
lation of the General conference, 
(when assisted by a lay-delegation, ) 
the local ministry is destined to 
rise out of obscurity, and ** becom 

as the dove, whose wings are cover- 
ed with silver, and whose feathers 
are tinged with yellow gold.” 

We must refer to the * address” 
for the fiilness of its clear views and 
cogent arguments, not having room 
for more than the following extract 
to the first of which, we beg leave 
to call the particular attention o 
the few, Who would ** MUuUZZie€ the Oo 
that treadeih out the?’ chai from th 
corn. 


e m > . se y i} » 
*it is characteristle of all : 


frovernments, Wnetner Civil o1 
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PIOUS ond ess } 15 | Oo 

Vitoe ecaee i aua V3 
CXISTENCE auetal | faial e 
suppress of the sacred ; fol « 


pinion, nor preciaa 


yates . ' > ‘ 
Giciiedu vk ‘ fle aommele 4 AS | woah, tas aitic 
Vion. 
6 "5% ‘ 
mn 4 * : y 
+ 
< s 
airy 4 4 i 
Still tu i 
| 
a 
LCh) 
, 3 
li 
























a 





























and that they particularly attend to 
the study of Hnglish grammar, and 
a correct habit of pronunciation. 
‘With a firm reliance on the 
blessings of heaven, through the pi- 
ety, the prayers, and the liberality, 
of the Methodist church in general, 
the Conference indulge the fond hope 
that those infant establishments, the 
District Conferences, so laudable in 
their design, and calculated to be so 
useful and beneficial in their opera- 
tion, will not be suffered to sink into 
contempt, but that they will be 
nursed and patronized, and that 
they will yet become a signal bless- 
ing to the world.” 

‘The above is the concluding para- 
graph of the address. ‘Phe fol jowi ing 
extract is placed last that it may 
not be the last to be recollected. Ut is 
expected ‘* that the local preachers 
will be more prompt in attending 
the annual distvict conferences— 
and that in cases where the pecunia- 
ry circumstances of any of the 
preachers are such as not to justfy 
their attendance, those societies who 
participate in their ministerial la- 
bors, will, with all the delicacy 
which the case requires, furnish 
them with the necessary means for 
that purpese.” 


ae 21S foe 
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Letterstoa Young 21 duiluansi ‘ 5 


eere 
MY DAR YOUNG FRIEND, 

One of the greatest scandals 
which ever befel our church, hap- 
pened on the banks of the Savannah 
yiver. An incontinent married ‘I’. 
preacher finding himself detected 
und pursued by the officers of Jus- 
tice; came to the desperate resolu- 
tion of lkazarding the life of the 
sheriffin order to make his escape. 
“Lie shot took effect, the sheriff ex- 
pired, aud! the wicked criminal fled 


$84 METHODIST HISTORY 


to the western country. From these 
shocking scenes of adultery and 
manslaughter, [turn for relief to 
the character of Hope Hull, who 
seems to have been called of Proy- 
idence to roll away the reproach 
from the southern part of our Zion. 


Mr Hull was, I believe, a native of 


the peninsula. He travelled exten- 
sively, mrarried, located, and settled 
in Georgia. His greatest gift was in 
exhortation, of which he was so con- 
scious, that if another preacher was 
present, he always chose to follow 
and conclude the exercises. He pos- 
sessed what may be called a conta- 
gious voice, its intonations were so 
deep and peculiar, that when com- 
bined with the operations of his re- 
ligious feeling, it was almost impos- 
sible to resist its effects. I have 
seen persons fall under his preach- 
ing as though they had received a 
mort: ul wound, and vast.congrega- 
tions agitated like the trees ofa 
wood in a tempest. Mr Hull sup- 
tained a spotless reputation, and 
perhaps no preacher in Georgia 
Was more universally beloved and 
respected. ‘Vhis excellent man was 
lamented as a public loss. The 
travelling preachers reposed the 
fullest confidence in him, and cher- 
ish his memory as a sacred treasure. 
And here, my young friends [I can- 
not forbear a digression by which I 
may call your attention to the pe 
culiar circumstances of local preach 
ers. ‘These men seem to me to have 
been proper subjects to oppose tu 
the charges which have been so elo- 
quently and successfully urged 
gainst the ambition and avarice, and 
priestcrait of the professed minis 
ters of the Gospel. In them it was 
demonstrated beyond the possibility 
of contradiction, that such charges 
are not of universal application ; 
that there are men who serve God 
for nought in the gospel of his son. 
‘The L. preachers formerly, as is 
well known, had no pastoral func- 
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tions—no seat in the general or an- 
nual conferences. Every thing con- 
spired to segregate them. It is dif- 
ficult to conceive how an office 
could have been more abstracted. 
Their condition was not probation- 
ary. Nolength of time or services 
could advance them to a higher 
grade. The members of the church 
lay under no obligation to hear 
them. Being officially inferior to 
the travelling preachers, they were 
below the influence of emulation. If 
they begot sons and daughters thro’ 
the gospel, they could not act the 
part of fathers unto them. The hon- 
ors and emoluments of office were 
beyond their hopes. They had neith- 
er means nor motives to sustain 
their intellectual faculties. In fine, 
they had no artificial helps. Those 
who advocate a disinterested minis- 
try could no where find it carried 
by legal means to equal extent. 

They weve an order of preachers 
without ancestry, offspring, or 
brotherhood. ‘They went not forth 
in bands nor in pairs. Nothing 
could cost the world or the church 
less ; they took no carnal things in 
return for spiritual ones. But not- 
withstanding all these privations 
~ notwithstanding they were thus 
completely destitute of all the pow- 
ers and emoluments of oflice, and 
had no hope of ever being able to 
aspire to them, they preached the 
gospel with diligence, and in a few 
instances, as in the case of Mr Hull, 

overcame popular prejudice and se- 
cured to themselves the public con- 
fidence and respect. 

I am aware that you will natur- 
ally expect that I should give you 
a greater number of examples of 
our native preachers, but there are 
certain considerations which ren- 
der this task more difficult than at 
first sight it might appear. It is not 
ordinary and standard qualities 
which become interesting subjects 
of biography, but those which stand 


out with some degree of relief from 
the common surface. Among your 
ministerial ancestors there were 
fewer who were in the habit of wri- 
ting than among the present gener- 
ation ; they were also less intimate- 
ly known to each other by reason of 
their wider dispersion ; and as has 
been already hinted, they had little 
ambition to live in story. As our 
early history is not marked with 
examples of persecution and mar- 
tyrdom, so it is not disfigured with 
the usual accompaniments of such 
adverse times. The temporary em- 
barrassments which grew out of the 
accidental circumstances of the rev- 
olutionary war, do not properly be- 
long to the history of religion. The 
effects of the occasional instances 
of apostacy and crimes in our early 
history, were like tornadoes and in- 
undations, sudden and destructive ; 
and could only be repaired by years 
of patient and persevering labor. 
We wonder now, in reviewing the 
whole ground, that they should 
have produced so much alarm and 
scandal ;_ but all recent establish- 
ments in religion are peculiarly |i- 
able to such consequences. What 
remains for you, and the men who 
have to act in the space which your 
predecessors have left vacant, but 
to profit by their failings as well 
as excellencies, and endeavor to out- 
do them in every good word and 
work. There is certainly room for 
improvement, and a still wider field 
for success ; only permit me to ad- 
monish you that there is now but 
little room to obtain success by pre- 
cisely the same _ circumstances 
which facilitated their labors. You 
ought to place no dependance upon 
certain points which with them 
might have had the recommenda- 
tion of novelty. Oddities and ex- 
centricities may pass with applause, 
when there are no subjects with 
which to compare them ; but in an 
age of competition, men and their 














performances are tested by living 
models, ‘fo preach as weil or bet- 
terthan the tathers, will gain you 
no credit, unless you can preach as 
well or better than your contem- 
poraries. 

God grant that you may be wise 
to win souls. 

SENEX. 
——< a 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
EXPOSTULA'TIONS. 
rm 


he divine right of kings, is a doc- 
trine, which like the tribunal of the 
holy oftice, and the superstition 
which established it, once held the 
world in chains. ‘Vo establish and 
perpetuate both of which, potent liba- 
tions of human blood have been shed 
in vain. ‘Lhe victims of oppression 
under both secular, and ecciesiasti- 
cal despotism, have imparted to 
their principles and actions, In 
every age, a glory rendered super- 
human, by the sufferings they en- 
countred : a glory magnifying their 
atchievemenis, and consecrating 
their objects ; in the light of which 
we beho d from afar our champions 
and defenders ; who still in’ the 
field of imagination encountre the 
oppressors of mankind, with the 
sword of the spirit, and the princi- 
ples of their martyrdom. And thro’ 
them the divine right of kings 
which has been supported on the au- 
thority of the Jewish History and 
the injunction of scripture, and 
which imposed itself on man with 
every circumstance of regal splen- 
dor which could dazzle his imagin- 
ation and captivate his judgment, 


fell powerless before the truth of 


God and 
creatures. 
on foot with his subjects. Hf then 
the machinations of rega ity; ef civil 
despotism ; lave been exposed and 
put down by the force of truth, why 
is it that the despotism of the church 


remains, by its usurpations and ex 


the commen sense of his 
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‘the king found himseif 


cesses, to scourge and curse man 
kind ? Why is itthat this affectation 
of Episcopal authority, and priestly 
jurisdiction, Which are at once an in 
sult to the understanding of the com- 
munity, and a shameless violation 
of its rights, is not traced to its true 
source, and heid, forth to that just 
rebuke and contempt which its pre- 
tensions sorichly merit? Does the 
priest who usurps dominion over his 
neighbor's conscience, or who exer 
cises the usurped authority of others, 
take refuge in the customs and anti- 
quities of the church as the charter 
of bis privileges? From that very 
source the empoisoned fountain ol 
all her woes have sent forth the bit 
ter waters of all evil. From the 
dark ages of prescription and au- 
thority in the church, have emana- 
ted the abominations which have 
made desolate the holy place. I, 
then, he cannot look into the dark- 
ness of antiquity to justify the works 
which she hath wrought, bow can 
he expect but that the modern sun 
of reason and religion, which pours 
his blaze alike on the evil and on 
the good, should hold him forth as 
unfitted by ignorance for the 
age in which he lives? Is expedi. 
ency the broken reed of his depend! 
ance ? ‘This shall pierce him 
through ; that which cannot be jus- 
tified, was never yet expedient— 
where then ye abettors ot priest!s 
usurpation will you take refuge 
Ye cannot find it in the rubbish of 
antiquity, the light of truth an: 
reason shames your arguments, and 
although the broad shield of expedi 
ency may screen the tyrants of th: 
civil world, a christian dare not 
shelter there. If then y > are without 
defence, we ask who has required it 
at your hands to manage yout 
brother’s affairs ? Speak out and 
speak plainly. 


A LAY BROTHER 


? ’ 
Maruland, Feb. 11. 
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Christian Retrospect. 


Krom the London Wesle yan Maga- 
zine, for Jan. 1822. 

The present state of the Ottoman 
Empire, i in allits bearings, is asub- 
ject in which the Christian is far 
more interested, and can expatiate in 
a much more neble range of thought, 
than those who have no lights but 
those of human policy. In it there 
is mercy solemnly invested in the 
darkness of lowering | judgement. 

The guilt of cerrupiting reli; gion, 
and departing from the faith and 
purity of the gospel, was never made 
so conspicuous as in the overthrow 
ofthe Western Empire by the Goths, 
and the subversion of thi 
Eastern Christianity by the Turks. 
Not four centuries have clapsed 
since this vial was poured upon Con- 
an tnnge: and since the 

he ConsTANTINEs lellin the breach 
of a capital, where Christ had been 
30 long named with but mock and 
unreal honors,—the worship of the 
lip and not of the heart. A three 
days’ massacre, and the sale of 
30,000 of the christian inhabitants 
as slaves, completed the controver- 
sy which their incensed Lorp mn 
been long carrying on, against then 

who c: alled him * Lord. but did ad 
the things which he had command- 
ed 3? and that church has ever since 
been lett to languish under the 
ulting oppresstons of those who 
hate them even for his ** name’s 
jake.’ ‘The dawn of the rescue of 
this branch of the tamily of Christ, 
chastised but not forsaken, has ap- 
peared. On one side there has ari- 
sen a vast empire, Russia, profess- 
ing the same faith ; in which 
rapidly increasing power is, We may 
trust, destined ultimately to be sanc- 
tified by the influence of vital god- 
liness, Which by the circulation of 
the Scriptures, and the faithful 
preaching of able and evangelical 
nreachers in parts of that em- 
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pire, begins to exert its ere re* In 


the Ottoman Empire itself, the eru 
eltics which have been inflicted up 
on the Greeks, have provoked a re- 


which, whether successful 
or not immediately, sufficiently war- 
rants the conclusion, that no amal- 
gamation of elements so 
and malign te each other, 
place, and that the 
power reared in blood, 
iy like How 


sistance, 


tliscordant, 
can take 
Mahometan 
must perish 
fully 


nny fy lo 
Hanne. wonder 


must the present state of that onc 
proud Antichrist, which so long 
* bhe Editor of the London 

Review,” for May 1821, ina Review 

- 0 n List ivTs , (ra lated from t 
Manuscripts of the Rev. Mi el Desn 
kt letropolitan of Nov rod and 
“{ i’¢ Sv hy and 1st ein f th 
ho savs, * J sermon 
Wi ge » selected fi n ah scrip 
volua of the vene le author, were 
\ » and preached in Mos » ab 
lication of th ermons has mn, to sh 
with what ~ icity ind ¢ } ss ft 
distingulshe man prea eat 
essential truth he ¢ pel 

‘* itis gratil to be in cd, that tl 

venerable! ct incont s to del 
his weckly instructions, and that they at 
for the most part z»~qwriften ; and his sin 
p! llustrations of Divit t hi he la 
ruage understood by all, ¢ 1 
told, great multitude, not only of th 
com } people, but of persons of the high , 
est ran! Nor ts he tl pel Lint 
(yl k church, who thus pu hishe } pure 
vanrencal truth. Inte W cic Las 

of corruption and ignorance, howe 
must that Church have fallen, in Lic 
suca pre ung is ap ion " , We 
believe, that in the darkest times of t] 
most corrupt Church, God has not] 

self without a witness in a y tw 
hive not bowed to Baal; and that som 

most plustrio [> 1} is, NO ( ( 
vated pri ty, bu ni tened pP i!) 
simplicity of faith, have existed 
moay tothe truth in the midst of commu 
nities involved in idol i ! Ih 
| i at vo.uth l a StPlk — i 
thatamid all the diversities of language,naa 
tional charac » and « | ul ci 
pline, there 18 an esseati il 
characterizes and unt 4 “ Mp) 
pers ; ** One Lord, on ra til, le bap vv”) 
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“* defied the armies of the living God,” 
now existing only by an obvious and 
patient sufferance on the part of 
christian states, establish our belief 
in that ‘sure word of prophecy,” 
which predicts the total and terrible 
downfall of every power which has 
set itself ‘* against the Lord, and a- 
gainst his Anownted.” We may live 
to witness that event, as far as the 
main prop and stay of the Mahome- 
tan imposture is concerned ;_ but if 
not, who can see the wane of its 
crescent, without anticipating the 
time when it shall be blotted out of 
the horizon, and give place to those 
cheering signs and prelusive con- 
stellations which harbinger the pe- 
riod when “the Lord shaljl appear 
in his glory,” to build up, as to 
churches whose foundations were 
Jaid 4») Apostles and primitive E- 
vangelists, ** the waste of many ge- 
nerations.”’ 

i: thus we may anticipate, that 
‘aq xreat door and effectual,” is be- 
ginning to open in the east, for the 
re-promulgation of truth, in coun- 
tries covered with Arabian dark- 
ness, hope expands a scene as bright 
as to tne Latin church,which has in- 
volved itself ‘ong in ignorance, 
by a voluntary i: ng of the Scrip- 
tures from ti people, and by its 
intolerant and persecuting spirit. 
The process of this will probably be 
terrible. One of the effects of con- 
verting religion into ceremony and 
superstition, is to destroy moral 
principle among the people at large, 
and to generate positive infidelity 
among the better informed. Violent 
factions, civil wars, and oscillations 
from one extreme of opinion and 
policy to another, destructive to ev- 
ery ancient institution, as the iea- 
vings of the soil in an earthquake, 
to the strongest and most stately 
structures, will probably take place; 
but the present state of things 
throughout the Kingdom of the 
Beast, as well as that of the False 
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Prophet, exhibits in awful gran- 
deur, the march of general Provyi- 
dence, first to punish and then to 
save. The tendency of the whole is 
most obvious, at ‘hehevir distance 
of time the expected and designed 
mercy may commence its course of 
healing and benediction. The inqui- 
sitions in Spain and Portugal have 
had their interior horrors disclosed 
to public gaze and execration ; and 
principles have been asserted which 
must ultimately be favorable to re- 
ligious freedom. The vast South 
American Empire is breaking up, 
and the rule of Rome there, must 
henceforward be more precarious. 
Thus ** the way of the Lord is pre- 
paring ;” nor need we wonder at 
the commotions which must necessa- 
rily take place, ‘* to make his paths 
straight.” They as well as the great 
end, are the subject of prophecy : 
«* Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill be made 
low ;”’ and the * glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together ; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it.” 

To the great cause of our Re- 
deeming God, let us then anew con- 
secrate ourselves ; for in this is e- 
qually bound up our own hope, and 
the hope of the world. No time can 
wear outits energy 5; no power can 
arrest its progress; and we take 
our share in hastening its universal 
triumphs, by first submitting our 
own ‘hearts to its inftuence, and 
then, “ being (ourselves) convert- 
ed,,’ by endeavoring to ‘strengthen 
our brethren.” 

‘cena 

Many attempts have been made 
to preserve, or to restore, the unity 
of the Christian world, that the uni- 
versal church might appear to be 
one; but they have all failed of suc- 
cess, however well meant many of 
them have been; nor can we be sur- 
prised at this: for it is vain to at- 
tempt to unite men who are not tru- 


+ 














OF ' 





REVIEW 


christians. Revive the spirit of our 
holy religion, and give it universal 
sway in the christian world, and 
christians will unite of themselves, 
just as on the day of Pentecost all 
‘that believed were of one heart and 
one soul, and continued stedfastly 
in the Apostle’s doctrine, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers 3 
for great grace was upon all, 
—egy D> hoe — 
FOR 
Review of the * 
Sanctification.” 


THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 


SIR, 
Lhe “* Discourse on Sanctifica- 
tion,”’ contained inthe XNIIU. No. 


of the Repository, has particularly 
engaged my attention. Init, I see dis- 
closed, the march of no ordinary 
mind, which not only dares to think 
for itself, but also appears eminent- 
ly qualified to doso. With the au- 
thor’s driftin the main, I am well 
pleased, particularly with his re- 
flections on the condition, the wants, 
the negligence, the duties, and the 
interests, of the Local Preachers. It 
is somewhat astonishing to me, 

that this class of Ministers among 
us, have not felt the necessity of as- 
sociating themselves together in 
more intimate fellowship, since they 
have been invited to do se, than 
they have done. It is indeed ama- 
zing, that those ef them who are 
accustomed to think at all for thein 

selves, have not feit the necessity ot 
holding a social ministerial exist- 
ence in the Church ; in which they 
could have and exercise a proper 
guardianship over their own Body. 
There appears “ennai to ! c anov- 
elty inthe author’s mode of discussing 
the doctrine of Sanctification, which 
may have led to some difficulty in 
fully understanding him. to his 
‘artificial classification of mental, 
moral and bodily faculties, — 
ties, or capacities, instead of spirit, 


THE DISCOURSE ON SANC 


Discourse on 








TIFICATION, 


soul and body, as embracing all the 
parts ofthe whole man,” I have no- 
thing to object. By the moral 
ers, I suppose the Author means the 
moral sense, the will, and the affec- 
tions. By the intellectual faculties, 
he. oe he means, the understand- 

1g, the reason, and the memory; as 
a summary statement of them. The 
es sanctification of the moral facul- 
I suppose he conceives to im- 
ply such an influence of tne 
Gop upon the human creature, as 
purifies him from all wrong affec- 
tions, and wrong exercise of his will 
and moral sense, knowingly. By the 
‘‘sanctification of the intellectual 
fuculties,’’ I suppose he means such 
an exercise of them in acquiring and 
exercising the knowledge of 


now- 


ties,”’ 


rPaec : of 


one’s 


duty as achristian, as shall prevent 
him from deviating from his duty 


through ignorance. I think if I am 
not mistaken, these views of the Aw- 
thor’s meaning, are deducible froin 
the sermon before us. In this, how 
ever, I may be mistaken. Now, how 
the moral faculties can be sanctified, 
and the discerning faculty, the un- 
derstanding, not receive 

and of course, additional 


well conceive. I can 


cannot COn- 
ceive, that the morai facuities, may 
be those upon which we may be first 
conscious of the effects of the re aad || 


erating inituences of the spirit od 


“pe : nn ¢ +}, , a . 
Srace s but so soon as this cons iOUS- 


ness takes place, there appears t 
: Ree , #2 tis . = 
me, to be additional heht mstantly 


imparted tothe unders 
subject of experimental godliness ; 
and by much the one is in 
creased, by so mus h the other must 
be increased of consequence, on that 
$i hject. W hence 
fain new light subject of ex 
perimental godimess in the 
rsion? trom a new train of 
feelings and enjoyments, within it 
self, of which it is ifave 
we not often heard persons exclaim 


tanding,on the 


how 


' 


does the mind ob- 
uri tie 
hour of 


Cc Onve Cc 
CONSCIOUS, 


4 


in the hour of yustification by faith, 
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«© OQ how plain the way, how beau- 
tious the plan, how simple the 
method ; I wonder I could not see it 
in this light before !’ ‘They con- 
tinue, © how bright a light now 
shines upon the sacred scriptures to 
my mind.”  Whatsoever maketh 
ananifest is light.” And that which 
is light in this sense must make 
manifest. But what does it make 
manifest ? the truth of experimental 
godliness to exactly the extent to 
which the light goes, 1. e. when it is 
iruly light, not merely imaginary. 


Such individuals have an increase of 
means of 


light, or evidence, by 
which, they are enabled to contra- 
distinguish the truth from = error. 
Have they not then more knowledge 
present to the mind, to serve its pur- 
poses of directing itinto truth, and 
preserving it from error? And all 
this remarkable addition to the stock 
of knowledge, or assurance, (and 
what can give assurance to reason 
but knowledge, or evidence) of 
which we have spoken, came to the 
mind within the period, perhaps, of 
a few minutes. 

If, then, getting more of the light 
of truth in the mind, be the sancti- 
fication of the ** intellectual facul- 
ties” to the extent to which if goes, 
surely here appears to be sanctifica- 
tion of the intellectual faculties in 
our author’s own sense of the 
phrase, to no inconsiderable extent ; 
as sanctification of the * intellectual 


faculties’? consists in their being,so 
enlightened by the truth, as to pre- 


+ 


serve them from error with respect 
to duty. ‘his, however, may not he 
the full latitude of the auther’s 
meaning in the use of the phrase. In 
1 


; - " oe . a . - - 
this E mav have misunderstood him, 
. ; tet 
and on ether points also. But if ] 
Batis A ET I snenhoania hi 7 
have rightly apprehended lium, and 
the abave views of mine are correct 
ctual sanctifI 
wet hal AN lhi- 


. 7 

i 
~ends _ rot a ft arts ' 
cation, are not the toitowin@® ex- 


> : 
POSE eat ey pe ' oe i i 
wressions of his too strong ? ** The 
mind is purified from ignorance and 





error by the knowledge and appli 
cation of elementary truths, and 
this is the only way under Heaven 
by which it can be thus saved.” 
And how could “ the great Reviewer 
of the doctrine of sanctification by 
faith alone, have shortened his la- 
bor by attending more systematical- 
ly” to our author’s method, when 
the sanctification of the moral facul- 
ties, seems, from the view of the 
subject taken above, to throw light 
instantly upon the intellectua! fac- 
ulties, (on the subject of vital godli- 
ness) which so far as it goes is in 
tellectual sanctification ? iiow is it 
by * the application of elementary 
principles” that this knowledge is 
obtained ? 

I have thus Mr Editor, taken the 
liberty through you, to call the au- 
thor’s attention to a review of these 
points, hoping that he will in some 
future communication bea little more 
explicit in defining them. And in 
this 1 do not expressmy own senti 
ments only. [ agree with him in the 
main views which he has taken of 
this subject, and think them ori 
ginal and very important. 

at 55 

FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
On the Commerce in Human B. 

ings, No THT, 

I know that an attempt to defend 
African Slavery, as practiced in the 
United States, has been made by 
some, from Scripture authority. 1 
has been alleged that the Israclites 
were authorised to purchase fo: 
themselves slaves; or * bond-men 
and bond-women,’ of the Heathen 
round about, whom they were t 
hold as a possession for themselves 
and their children forever. See Le. 
vit. xxv. 25, 26. his fact we aid- 
mit. We are, however, by no means 
prepared to submit to the doctrine 
which is inferred from it. This law 
fully proclaimed the will of the Su 
preme Legislator in a certain case, 


Bere rneriar . . . . ¢ . 
aud under specific circumstances - 


i? 
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but this case was a _ particular one, 
distinguished by local and peculiar 
circumstances. ‘This law was no 
part of the Jewish moral code, 
which in principle is obligatory’ up- 
on ail men inatlages; but was evi- 
( dently a part of the Jewish nation- 
al polity, and adapted, no doubt, to 
the peculiar ircumstances of pro- 
vidence in selecting it from among 
ihe nations of the earth, to be His 
people in a singular and covenant 
sense. ‘The Supreme Legislator has 
a right to suspend and modify his 
laws as he pleases, and for all such 
changes and modifications, he doubt- 
less has infinite reasons. Some of 
which, we may imagine ourselves 
acquainted with, and most of which 
we may be totally ignorant of. He 
authorised Moses, for example, to 
exterminate all the nations which 
inhabited the land of promise, un- 
less they should submit to be in 
some sense tributary to the Jewish 
government, or fully embrace the 
Jewish religion as proselytes. The 
people chosen to inflict this stroke 
of the divine justice upon those wick 
ed nations were his covenant people: 
the people which were nationally 
His ina peculiar sense. Now if their 
procedure in this respect, had not 
been ordered by the Supreme Law- 
giver, their conduct would have been 
i0t only to the 





in direct hostility, 
law of nature, but also to the divine 
good pleasure But although natu- 
ral law may be, and no doubt is, 
when correctly understood and in- 


terpreted, the rule of the divine will 


as respects the conduct of one na- 
tion to another, and as a general 
rule, an infallible one; yet, there 
may be such a departure from righ- 
tevusness, and all moral order, on 


the part of one nation, or more, as 
in the estimation of the All wise, and 
| infallibly just Lawgiver and Judge 


of the universe, may require that 
they should be nationa:ly swept off 


¢ - awtis eo ‘ a 
the face of the earth: and no more 
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be known as a body politic: and 
he may see fit to make use of other 
nations, or of one nation to effect 
this object. Who, in such circum- 
stances, would presume to question 
the right of his sovereignty, the equi- 
ty or consistency of his government, 
or the wisdom of his policy? Now 
this in effect seems to have happened 
with respect to the Israelites, and 
the nations which inhabited the land 
of promise. And by how much Mo- 
ses, produced credentials of a divine 
commission, authorizing him to take 
possession of the land of Canaan, 
&c. by just so much, does he appear 
fully justified in his conduct rela- 
tive to that transaction; and no 
more. Uhis is the only ground upen 
which his conduct can, or ought to 
be defended. But when the evidence 
of his mission appear full and suffi 
cient, his conduct in the transaction 
ought to be regardet 
and appointment of God. The rea- 
son of the divine data 
this case, so far as regards the ju 
tice of the Jeity towards those ye 
ple, has been announced to liave been 
their wickedness. ‘The earth on thi 
account is represented as vomiting 
them out. They had been idolators 
since the days of Abraham, and the 
7 of their iniquity was now fall. 
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do oas the VOLCE 


Sut if no reason had been given in 


this case for the divine procedure. 


the Les fections ofan absolutely per 
fect Creator would have been a suf- 
nthe ey onstration (as they al 
ways are) of the equity of his deal 
Ines ith his rational offspr ing. 


We may salely set it rion as an 
axiom in morality, that the will of 
the Creator and Lawgiver is the 
measure of human duty; whether 
the knowledge of his will be obtain- 
ed by the exertions of reason tr: 

cing out, and discerning the law of 


nature, or in interpre ting and pro 


perly understane ling his wv ill, as 
made known yrs ih the medium of 
reve stat ion he la ‘ mt natu . "} ,? 
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eases, is of the highest moral oblig 

tion, except the Will of the lngisla- 
tor be ex cplicitly made known by a 
positive revelation. And then, reve- 
Jation should have the preference, 
provided we distinctly understand 
it; because, our views 
nature are only such as our reason is 
capable of taking of it; and it is 
possible we may have! misconceived 
or misjudged of it. But ina case in 
which there should appear to be an 
opposition between the law of na- 
ture, and any duties supposed to be 
enjoined, or privileges supposed to 
he warranted by revelation, the evi- 
dence from revelation ought, in or- 
der to justify our practising on if, 


to be niost plain and explicit. For 
no manis at liberty to depart from 
the obvious law of nature, in any 
sort of conduct towards his fellow 
creature, except he is assured that 
he has the explicit declaration, or 
order, or warrant, of the Supreme 
Legislator, authorising or enjoin- 
Ing him so to do. 
infinite Wisdom may for some reasons, 
4S wise, asthey may be inscrutable to us, 
alter, suspend, modify, or perhaps repeal, 
me of hislaws; but whois entitled to 
conc lude that he has done so, until the fact 
ll be preclaimed, ci ither by the clear 
and unequivocal voice of n ature, of that of 
divin e revelation? Who can be assured that 
the circumstances of his case in relatien to 
t) slave trade, or African slavery, as Car- 
ed onin the United States, are precisely 
similar to those of the Israelites,(in relation 
tothe surrounding nations,) in whose case 
Jehovah seems to have temporarily sus- 
pended or modified the law of nature, asit 
ts generally understood, by the light of 
reason? How can any mun be assured, 
that he lives ina precisely similar state of 
the world? How can he be assured, that 
the same ends of Divine Providence are to 
he effected through his means, as through 
that of the Israclites; and, that similar 
ends of Divine providence are to be an- 
swered in relation to the persons to be en- 
slaved ? Is he sure that those persons were 
turn from taeir country, not only against 
their will, but in opposition to all the 
claims of consanguinity and affinity? Is he 
sure that they were to be held in a state of 
vassalage which should unfit them to tcel 
Yiat Gicy were men, anc d to feel the motives 


ale 


of the law of 


of social life operating to induce them to 
actthe part of rational men? Is he sure 
that this was not a local ordinance, to be of 
only local and tempor ‘ary operation; as 
were most of the other — laws, the 
moral code excepted ? Is he perfectly sure 
that this was not among other Jewish pe: 
which were to be of temporary 
usefulness andduration; and which were 
destined to give way to the divine lustre of 
the more perfect dispensation of the Gos- 
pel? And if not, to be consistent, why does 
he not also plead for the continuance of 
those other laws, found in the same chap- 
ter, with respect to the year of Jubilee, as 
it respected the redemption of lands, &c? 
But even when he shall be prepared to do 
- this, he should then solemnly ask him- 
elt these questions: ** Who gave me au- 
thekies to depart trom the clear precepts 
of the law of nature? May I do this upon 
the plea that the Legislator gave authority 
to the Israelites in a certain case, to do a 
thing called by the same name of that 
which Iam engaged in, and which to me 
appears to have been distinguished by ma- 
ny similar attributes??? And suppose in- 
deed, that all the circumstances of the two 
cases that are known to us, were thus sim- 
ilar; still, there might de reason for allow- 
ing, or if you please, bidding the one, and 
not alloWing of the other, which might be 
worthy to influence an infinite mind for 


? 


aught we know. What then is the conclu- 
sion, to which we should by these conside- 
rations be conducted ? Itis plainly this 
that we ought to follow the plain law of 
nature, as the voice of her author in all ca- 
ses, until we hear one of higher authority ; 
namely, that of the Lawgit er himself, by 
Divine Revelation, clearly applicable to 
our conduct in any case in question. And 
whenever a clear warrant for African sla- 
very, or anv other slavery, is found in the 

New-Testament, applicable to christians, 
it will then be time enough to plead scrip- 
ture authority in the case before us. 


JUSTITIA. 


culiarities, 


Queen-Anne, feb. 20th 
—> ee 
JERUSALEM.—One of the Missionaries of 
the AMERICAN BoaRD OF MISSIONS is 
now at Jerusalem, distributing the Scrip- 
tures and useful tracts. ‘This is among the 
singular events of the present day. A 
Christian Minister, from a part of the 
world, the existence of which was not 
known to the first preachers of the Gospel, 
is re-kindling the lig ht of their holy doc- 
trine in the very place from which it first 
emanated. In reference to this enterprize, 
what christian heart does not say, with 
more than ordinary fervor, “ O Lozp, send 
us how prosperity.” 
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